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September 2010 Newsletter 
 

 
 

 

The past two summers have certainly given all of us an 
opportunity to witness the challenges of water management in the 
Trent watershed. After the wet summer of 2009 came the dry 
winter and spring of 2010 leaving us with unusually low lake levels 
after ice-out on most of the reservoir and flow-through (RAFT) 
lakes. In May, we were told by TSW to ‘pray for rain’ to help fill the 
lakes – and then many lakes received more rain than they knew 
what to do with. At the start of the year Environment Canada 
forecast a hot and dry summer, and while it was certainly hot, 
with many wonderful sunny smog-free days, most of the RAFT 
lakes had plenty of rainfall often concentrated in a few torrential 
downpours. All of which made it a challenging year for water 
management by the TSW – and served to highlight the 
unpredictable nature of the impacts of climate change. 

In talking with our members, and through the local media, CEWF 
has gathered several examples of the challenges facing individual 
RAFT lakes. This has led us to consider ways in which the TSW 
might be encouraged to pay attention to the unique 
characteristics of individual lakes – recognising conditions that 
cause significant hardship especially in terms of water access and 
safe navigation. 

At the same time we are increasingly aware of the need for sound 
management of our water resource and of the benefits to the 
natural environment of minimizing water level fluctuations. 

In this edition of the CEWF Newsletter, we highlight some of the 
approaches that we believe can help improve water management 
overall, while also considering the needs of individual lakes. (See 
images below from Maple Lake in early June 2010). 

Let us know what you think – and keep an eye on the CEWF 
website for the latest news and a summary of our annual Member 
representatives meeting which was held on September 18th 2010.  

 

 

Maple Lake in June 2010 with the upstream dams closed 
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CEWF Communications and Website  
The CEWF website at www.cewf.ca continues to serve as our primary membership and 
external communications tool. We have been on-line for over 2 years and have logged more 
than 15,000 page views. The site is busy in the fall when the weekly TSW water level forecasts 
are posted.  

Be sure to stay informed about activities on the TSW system and throughout the watershed by 
checking the website regularly. Note that you can choose to be advised via web-feed and/or 
email when there is a new posting on the site – many people have signed up for this service 
and are being automatically notified when we have news for our members. 

Comments and suggestions on the website and its content are always welcomed – just send 
an email to cewfchair@yahoo.ca for the attention of Martin Rist! 

Water Level Information Updated Daily on TSW site 
The CEWF website contains a link to the TSW site where daily updates to water level 
information are provided for all the dam controlled reservoir lakes equipped with monitoring 
stations. This allows you to monitor the water-level status of your own lake during the spring-
thaw and fall drawdown periods. On our website, just look under ‘TSW Water Levels’, and click 
on ‘Parks Canada’. Don’t be caught unaware!  

TSW Website Enhancements 
CEWF has provided TSW with a number of suggestions for improvements of the TSW website 
as a communications tool for our members.  Steps are already underway to implement a 
number of the suggestions, such as the provision of the multi-year average water levels.  

Water Level Forecasts available on CEWF Website 
Until such time as the TSW provides water level forecasts on its own site, CEWF continues to 
post the weekly water level forecasts provided to us by TSW during the drawdown period – 
typically from early August to Thanksgiving. Each week we receive a table showing the current 
actual water level on each reservoir lake and the projected level two weeks out. This 
information can be helpful when determining when to take out a boat or dock. As with all 
estimates, TSW stresses that they are subject to change due to weather or other unpredictable 
events. 

Two-way Communication is Important - Share Your Stories! 
The Coalition is a member-led organization – and we want to hear from our members. Write 
down and email us with your perspective on water-management, water level or other TSW 
issues and concerns. We value short descriptions of local impacts resulting from the TSW 
water management regime - illustrative photos are especially welcome. Let us know if you 
experience unexpected and unmarked navigation hazards, flooded/eroded shorelines, 
stranded docks and boats. We’ll share these personal stories with all members via our website. 

Providing us with this type of information will help ensure that the Coalition continues to focus 
on the highest priority areas that matter most to our members. It will also help us raise the 
profile and level of understanding of your issues. 

2010 Meeting of CEWF Member Representatives 
Another way we receive input from our members is through the annual meeting of 
representatives from each member lake association. This year it was held at the Haliburton 
Fish Hatchery on September 18th. Look for a summary of that meeting on our website in 
October. 
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The Impact of Fluctuating Water Levels & Flow Rates 
In seeking changes to the water management model used by the TSW, CEWF has drafted the following 
backgrounder on the impact of fluctuating water levels and flow-rates. 

CEWF supports an integrated approach to water management at the watershed level. This includes 
using water resources wisely with an emphasis on conservation and the ‘precautionary principle’ (do no 
harm). 

Those living on a reservoir or flow-through lake are used to regular seasonal fluctuations in water levels 
and water flow-rates, both naturally-occurring and induced by TSW water management practices. 

The following table identifies some of the negative impacts when water levels or flow rates fluctuate, and 
especially when they fall outside the normal seasonal range. 

CEWF’s conclusion is that a water management approach that embraces water conservation and 
minimizing water level fluctuations is to be encouraged. 

Water Levels “too high” 
• Low-lying cottages flooded 
• Shoreline erosion greatly increased 
• Ice damage more likely 
• Wetlands swamped – nests flooded, habitat degraded 
• Clearance at bridges reduced 
• Unmarked navigational hazards hidden 
• Difficult to install and access certain styles of dock 

 
Water Levels “too low” 

• Access to ‘water access’ properties restricted 
• Inability to navigate between some lakes due to low water 
• Inability to remove boats from boat lifts 
• Inability to trailer boats at boat launches 
• Water intake lines prone to freezing and/or ‘suck air’ – especially in areas with shallow 

shorelines 
• Unmarked navigational hazards created 
• Wetlands dry out 
• Damage to exposed shoreline, especially on shallow lakes, leading to barren zone 

between high and low water marks 
 
Flow rates “too high” 

• Boating becomes unsafe 
• Shoreline erosion increases  
• Inability to navigate between lakes 

 
Flow rates “too low” 

• River and flow through lake depths decrease and navigation becomes difficult 
• Shorelines on shallow and flow-through lakes become exposed  
• Access to water and to ‘water access’ properties restricted 
• Fish habitat is degraded e.g. for spring-spawning pickerel 
• Stagnant water and algae blooms can occur 
• Water quality degrades 

 
Lake Levels rising in June (after normal seasonal high) 

• Loon nest become inundated 
• Wetland habitat degraded in prime breeding season for aquatic wildlife 

 
Lake Levels falling in October 

• Trout spawning beds can dry out (applies to shallow- spawning trout lakes) 
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Possible Enhancements to Water Management on the 
RAFT Lakes – Concept for Discussion 
The following possible enhancements to water management on the RAFT lakes were presented at the 
2010 annual meeting of CEWF member representatives. Look to the CEWF website for a report on that 
meeting, or contact CEWF directly to provide your comments. 
 
The CEWF Concept: 
The Coalition (CEWF) is aware of several examples of unique challenges facing individual Reservoir and 
Flow-Through (RAFT) lakes that cause significant hardship in terms of habitat, water access or safe 
navigation. We believe that it is time for the TSW to reflect the most serious of these challenges in a 
revised water management model. 
 
As a first step we believe that efforts should be made to conserve water so as to protect the environment 
and reduce the magnitude of water level fluctuations. 
 
As part of this process we believe it would be appropriate to: 
-‐ review  the ‘extent’ of the drawdown and the winter-set levels on each lake; 
-‐ review the timing of the draw-down, especially in ‘wet years’; and  
-‐ be prepared to make allowances for lake-specific navigation and access issues if these can be clearly 

established by the appropriate lake communities. 
 
CEWF is promoting the concept of a lake-specific  “Preferred Water Level Range” during the principal 
navigation season from mid-May to mid-September.  
 
The current ‘equal percentage draw-down’ approach used by the TSW would remain the underlying water 
management operating principle but with some enhancements. For example, in early spring it might be 
appropriate to have a linear drawdown on all lakes in order to achieve the upper limit of the preferred 
range and minimize shoreline erosion. 
 
In wet years the subsequent drawdown would be designed to take only the water needed for TSW to 
meet its mandate, to provide adequate flows through the flow-through lakes, and to protect the RAFT 
lakes from shoreline flooding and erosion. 
 
In dry years the drawdown would be designed to incorporate appropriate conservation measures 
throughout the system while maintaining adequate flows for the TSW to meet its mandate and to protect 
public health. 
 
Principles: 
CEWF agrees that any changes to the water management model should be guided by the following 
principles: 
-‐ respect for the legislated mandate of the TSW; 
-‐ acceptance of the need for integrated water management at the watershed level; 
-‐ water conservation and protection of habitat; 
-‐ flood control including protection of shorelines from erosion; 
-‐ adequate water flows to sustain water quality; and 
-‐ safe navigation and access to waterfront property on all navigable watercourses including the 

reservoir, flow-through and canal lakes by seeking to maintain the historic navigation water levels 
established over the past 20 years. 
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Voices for the Trent-Severn Waterway & Coalition for 
Equitable Water Flow Issue Joint Statement 
 

On September 1, 2010 CEWF issued a Joint Statement with “Voices for the Trent Severn 
Waterway”, a Kawartha lakes group. The significance of this Statement is that between them the 
two organisations represent the interests of those on the RAFT lakes as well as on the canal and 
that we agree on the keys elements of a water management program and priorities for the TSW. 
CEWF believes that this will aid efforts to implement many of the recommendations contained in 
the 2009 Report of the Panel on the Future of the TSW.  
 

Joint Statement 
The ‘Voices’ and the Coalition endorse the following statements contained in the Report of 
The Panel on the Future of the Trent-Severn Waterway – ‘It’s All About The Water’: 
 

“The Trent-Severn Waterway is one of Canada’s jewels with the extraordinary potential to 
serve Canadians and the people of Ontario in many ways”. 

 
“.. the waterway is really a vast water management system with a navigation channel running 

through it. To consider the lakes and rivers of the navigation channel as separate from the 
rest of the system is neither ecologically tenable nor advisable in planning for the future of 

the waterway”. 
 
Furthermore, we agree that an integrated approach to water management throughout the 
watershed is required in order to address the following key priorities for the watershed and 
the Trent-Severn Waterway System*: 

• Flood management 
• Adequate water flows to sustain water quality; 
• Water conservation throughout the watershed; 
• Safe navigation and access to waterfront property on all navigable watercourses, by 

maintaining the historic** navigation water levels on the reservoir, flow-through and 
canal lakes; and 

• Sufficient sustained funding to restore, upgrade and maintain the TSW 
infrastructure, and to bring the operations up to modern standards. 

 
Our two organizations also agree upon the need to educate and inform our respective 
members and key stakeholders as to the merits of the TSW system and to provide advice to 
Park Canada through its Water Management Advisory Council for the TSW. 
 
 
* The term “TSW System” is understood to include all physical infrastructure related to the 

operation of the Trent-Severn Waterway within the Trent and Severn watersheds. This 
includes the canal locks and control devices (dams), as well as all control structures 
throughout the reservoir and flow-through lakes. 

** Historic is understood to reflect the established norms of the past 20 years (1990-2010). 
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Membership and Budget Updates 
Fees Due for 2010 
While membership in the Coalition by lake associations is voluntary, a large majority of 
Reservoir and Flow-Through (RAFT) lake associations are CEWF members. The recommended 
annual Membership fee for 2010 is set at 50 cents per lake association member up to a 
maximum of $500. It is hoped that this amount will replenish CEWF’s reserves and enable the 
CEWF Advisory Committee to be prepared for any substantial ongoing expenses. It remains 
our intent that any unused funds will be returned to the lake associations in a fair and 
proportionate manner when the CEWF work is complete. 

Private contributions from individuals and other non-member organizations are also welcome. 

All contributions, by cheque payable to the CEWF, should be forwarded to Roger Cunningham, 
the CEWF Secretary/Treasurer (see contact information below).  

 
CEWF Contact Information 
Website:  www.cewf.ca 
General e-mail: cewfchair@yahoo.ca 
Treasurer e-mail: roger.cunningham@sympatico.ca 
Mailing addresses: Membership and Fees: 
   CEWF Secretary/Treasurer: 75 Lascelles Blvd. Toronto, ON, M5P 2E3.  
   General Correspondence: 
   2280 Wilkinson Road, Haliburton, ON, K0M 1S0 

CEWF Advisory Committee Members 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Installation of the Norland Water Gauge in June 2010 

Chris Riddle, Co-chair Kennisis Lake TSW liaison 
Martin Rist, Co-chair Drag Lake Website/Communications 
Roger Cunningham, Sec/Treasurer White Lake  Member liaison 
Ted Spence  Catchacoma Lake FOCA liaison 
Stephen Foster Loon Lake At large 
Bruce McClennan Gull Lake At large 
Bill Cornfield Horseshoe Lake Source Water Protection liaison 
Carole Russell Halls/Hawk Lakes At large 
Bonnie Fleischaker  Founding Chair 


